Infection control in the Indian Health Service Dental Program: estimated costs and effects on productivity.
The dental literature contains many recommendations defining standards for infection control. Little information is available, however, documenting the cost of implementing these standards. This article describes the cost incurred by the Indian Health Service Dental Program in the Oklahoma area between 1985 and 1988 for infection control. During this period, comprehensive infection control recommendations were published for oral health programs serving Native Americans and data were collected on supply utilization. While productivity data were collected for that same time period do not support the premise that infection control practices lead to decreased clinical productivity, infection control supply costs did increase over fourfold during this period.